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city. Their outfit of goods and services is smaller-, often infini-
tesimal compared with that of a Western European society.
But the crucial difference lies in the fact that they lack the art of
writing and all that has become possible through that art; and,
more significantly, that they lack the knowledge,, the institutions
and the technical processes rooted in experimental science.

Most of these societies are very small in the scale of their
political and economic organization compared with the smallest
European states. Even where their economy includes a market
mechanism it is commonly based on production for subsistence.
Their social philosophy, generally expressed in religious and
mythological forms,, is insular both in time perspective and in
geographical view. But there are many borderline cases which
defeat rigid classification. Throughout the Far and Middle East,
as well as in Eastern Europe, there are states and territories
comparable in scale of political and economic organization, in
territory and population, to advanced West European societies.
In every aspect of civilization except the possession of experi-
mental science and its applications, some of these Oriental
countries had, at the beginning of this century, attained a level
of excellence comparable to that of any European country.
But their lack of experimental science puts them more on a par
with some African and Oceanian societies in many respects.
From the point of view of their standard of living, their tech-
nique of production, and the legal and social context of their life,
Chinese, Balkan, and Northern Nigerian peasants stand on much
the same footing.1

A hard and fast line is still more difficult to draw when we
think historically. Modern Euro-american civilization is only
about two centuries old. The life of the masses in sixteenth-
century Europe probably bore a closer resemblance to that of
an African peasantry of to-day than to that of a modern English
countryman. And at the other extreme of the historical scale

1 This can easily be checked by comparing Fei, H. S., Peasant Life in
China, Nadel, S.F., A Black Byzantium, and Warriner, D.? Peasant Life
in Europe.